
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

 

Lord, Increase Our Faith
Which Delights in Duty

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

October 2, 2022

Welcome To Worship
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Sunday
Look up “duty” in the dictionary. It's defined as “something that one is 
expected or required to do.” Look up “duty” in a thesaurus. Some of its 
synonyms: chore, burden, obligation, work. “Duty” can carry some 
strong negative connotations. Now, consider this. In the world, as you 
rise through the ranks, you are able to leave many duties behind. For 
example, if you are high-up on the corporate ladder, you can delegate 

things you don’t want to do to someone else. In Christ’s kingdom it works just the opposite. An 
increase in faith does not lessen duties at all. It increases opportunities to serve God and others. 
Increased faith means increased obligations and work. But here’s the good news. The same faith 
that increases our duties leads us to delight in them. For through faith we know that we serve 
the one who first came to serve us. We consider it a privilege to imitate Christ in our service to 
others. Just as his service to us brought him great joy, so does our service to others.

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using the Questions for Examination on page 9 of this service folder or 
Christian Questions on page 295 of the blue hymnal.  

Acknowledgements 
Setting One from Christian Worship. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New 
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Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House.
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The Service: Setting One
Setting One begins on page 154 in the blue hymnal

Welcome

Hymn 735 Before You I Kneel
Please join beginning with the second verse. 

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 154
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just 
    and will forgive us our sins 
    and purify us from all unrighteousness.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father, 
    I am sinful by nature 
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 
    I have not loved you with my whole heart; 
    I have not loved others as I should. 
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 
        with his innocent suffering and death. 
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Lord, Have Mercy

Tune: Kevin Becker   Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Glory Be to God CW 157

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. Almighty God, in your bountiful goodness, keep us safe from every evil of body 
and soul. Make us ready, with cheerful hearts, to do whatever pleases you; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.
Amen.

Be seated

First Reading 1 Chronicles 29:1-2,10–18
King David found it his faithful duty and delight to plan for the building of the Lord’s temple.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day 62D I’ll Not Be Shaken
Please join to sing the refrain.

1 For God alone I wait in silence.
My soul is still before the Lord.
He is my rock and my salvation,
my fortress strong; I trust in him. Refrain
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2 Put not your hope in gain of riches;
seek not your rest in empty wealth.
The rich are weak; the poor are mighty
who turn to God alone for help. Refrain

3 Pour out your heart to God our refuge
and trust in him to hear your cry.
No other hope will never fail you,
no other love will not run dry. Refrain

Text: Wendell Kimbrough. Tune: Wendell Kimbrough. Text and tune: © 2015 Wendell Kimbrough. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Second Reading 2 Thessalonians 1:1–5,11-12
As the Thessalonians’ faith grew, so did their love for each other and their ability to face trials.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation 1 Chronicles 29:14

Pastor sings:
Who am I, and who are my / people, 
that we should be able to give as generous- / ly as this?
 
Refrain
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Gospel Luke 17:1–10
Increased faith leads to an increased sense of duty toward God.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated
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Children's Message

Hymn of the Day 748 Brothers, Sisters, Let Us Gladly

Sermon The Ideal Christian Congregation

Stand

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,      
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin 
Mary, and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come. Amen.
Be seated

Connect Card
Please take a moment now to fill out a Connect Card.

Prayer of the Church
Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your Son, 
through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit and his 
working through the means of grace.
Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives.
 
Strengthen and defend your Church that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow and 
love toward all may increase. Keep children in their baptismal grace. Enable their parents to 
train them in lives of faith.
Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all walks of life.
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Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide all who make, administer, and judge our laws.
Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil.
 
Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and science, 
the arts and culture. Protect all who travel. Care for those whose work is difficult or dangerous.
Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task.

Special prayers and intercessions

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
 
Silent prayer

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again.
Amen.

Offering
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out 
of thanks to him. If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would 
like an electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  
It will connect you with our website’s giving page.

Musical Offering 

QUESTIONS FOR EXAMINATION 

† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness?
† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me?
† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this sacrament?
† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing life?
† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)? 
† If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on communing with us today. 

Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy to explain why we ask you to do this. 

For further examination questions, see page 295 of the blue hymnal.       
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The Sacrament

Stand

Preface CW 165

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that 
wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock 
until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 
praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our 
Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in 
him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of 
the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released 
from eternal death all who believe in you.
 
As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 
together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we 
glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 
is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169

Be seated

Distribution

Distribution Hymn 677 The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord

Stand
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that 
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Hymn 749 God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending, st. 1



13

Take Home/Bible Study Questions
 

1. On the topic of "doing what God expects," look through some of the verses that were part 
of today's readings and discuss/ponder what God things expects Christians (including you) 
to do or NOT do:
a. Luke 17:1 - 

b. Luke 17:4 - 

c.  1 Chronicles 29:17 - 

d. 2 Thessalonians 1:3 - 

e. 2 Thessalonians 1:4 - 

2. 1 Kings 6-7 gives the details of the construction of Solomon's temple. Read those chapters 
(you could even glance through them), noting especially the extreme care and precious 
value that was part of the temple's construction. What added insight do those chapters 
add to David's words in 1 Chronicles 29? 

a. What does that information tell us about the things we set aside for use in worship or 
what kinds of things we choose to use in worship?

3. When the prayer, "Increase our faith" reaches our hearts and lips, what kinds of things can 
we look for that God might use to answer that prayer? Look at 2 Thessalonians 1:4; Romans 
10:17; Isaiah 55:10-11; and 2 Corinthians 12:10.
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News & Announcements

This Sunday’s Bible Study:
Birth Control and Fertility

Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

Fall Story Time Oct. 5 | 6:00-7:00 PM

All children from preschool through 2nd grade are invited for an evening of fall-themed books, crafts, 
and a snack. You can even wear your PJs! Plus, the book fair will be open starting at 5:30 pm.

Family Fun Night Oct. 7 | 5:30-8:30 PM

Bring a game, a snack, or a friend, and enjoy a fun evening with your church family. All ages are 
invited – married or unmarried, with kids or without. Play games or just visit. Pizza will be served 
and the gym will be open. Join the fun on Friday, Oct. 7 starting at 5:30 pm.

Shop the Book Fair Oct. 9 | 9:15-10:15 PM

The school book fair will be open after school this week – Monday-Friday 3:30-4:30 pm; during 
Fall Story Time on Wednesday 5:30-7:00 pm; and next Sunday 9:15-10:15 am. Shop for yourself 
or get some Christmas shopping done early. Your book purchases help our school.

Another Pie Making Session Oct. 7 | 1:30 PM  

Thank you to those who helped in the first pie making session. Your help is greatly appreciated. 
The next pie making gathering will be held on Friday, October 7 at 1:30 pm in the cafeteria. We 
hope to see you there to help in the pie making process. We also are in need of pie pumpkins 
which will be turned into those amazing pumpkin pies. Just a reminder that if you plan to 
purchase 3 or more pies, please call the office with your order by October 13. Thank you.

Mite Boxes Due  

If you have a LWMS mite box, please turn it in early this week, so we can pass on the money to 
the Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society at the rally next Saturday, Oct. 8, in Mosinee.

Choir Practice Set to Begin Oct. 11 | 4:30 PM 

Our church choir will start practices on Tuesday, Oct. 11 at 4:30 pm. New voices are welcome. 
Come to the balcony to sing praises to God.
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Calendar October 2-9

Sunday       8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
9:15 AM Sunday School for 3K thru 6th grade

10:30 AM Worship 
12:00 PM St. Paul’s Youth (SPYs) in the cafeteria

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word
4:30 PM Home Volleyball Game in the gym 
6:30 PM Unified Board Meetings

 

Wednesday 8:55 AM School Chapel Service
6:00 PM Story Hour in the 3K classroom
6:30 PM Bible Book Group in the Bible Study Room
6:30 PM Foundations of the Christian Faith in the Resource Center

Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop

Friday 1:30 PM Pie Making Session in the cafeteria
5:30 PM Family Fun Night in the cafeteria 

 

Sunday    8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study
9:15 AM School Book Fair open
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
9:15 AM Sunday School for 3K thru 6th grade

10:30 AM Worship 

Attendance & Offering Report  
Last Week’s Attendance:  199

Anticipated offerings YTD: $ 230,940
Actual offerings YTD:          $ 168,375

Upcoming Events
Oct. 3-4 ~ Pastors Convention in Marshfield
Oct. 3-9 ~ School Book Fair
Oct. 8 ~ Fall LWMS Rally in Mosinee  
Oct. 15 ~ Grade School Volleyball Tournament
            at Northland Lutheran High School

Special Prayers This Week:
 Those affected by Hurricane Ian 
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www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 


